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Permitting of Tidal Docks
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. N eW d O C k C | aS S I fl Catl O n S - In New Hampshire, construction and maintenance of tidal docks have been regulated under RSA
4 ( RSA 4

) since 1967. The law requires that 2 wetlands permit be obtained
Des nsiderations hav over time to develop
and requirements developed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
nal Marine Fisheries Service for docking structures.

Docking structures located in tidal waters have unique requirements that dictate their design.
They must be bult to accommodate the rise and fall of the tide, and withstand wave energy and
end out from high rocky shorelines or from low uplands and across
may cross vegetated shallows or mud flats. Based on the nature of the
e located, they may not provide access to water for the entire tidal

The following 15 intended as a guide to develop a complete application to obtain a permit for a
tidal dock.

Standard Design of a Tidal Dock

Design: The standard design for a tidal dock consists of a permanent pier, from which 2 hinged
ramp connects to a fl th the vessels berthed around the float. Acceptable variations
depending on site conditions inelu mbinations of the above components, such as:

» A ramp directly from the shore to a float.

« A float or string of floats anchered directly to shore.

+ A permanent pier alone or with a ladder to a float.

Dimensions: Allowable length is determined by the minimum length needed to reach useable
water for at least a majority of the tidal

Permanent :
+ Maximum of 100 feet for the permanent pier; no more than 150 feet for overall

aximum of 4 feet for the permanent pier for private recreational docks; wider
docks may be allowed for industrial use.
Height: Height of the permanent pier must be at least equal to the width to avoid shading the
substrate or vegetation below, e.g., 4 feet wide x 4 feet high.

Ramps are typically pre-fabricated aluminum 3 feet wide by 30 feet long. Wooden ramps with
comparable dimensions are acceptable.
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https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://wavetrain.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/pilings.00-800x530.jpg&imgrefurl=https://wavetrain.net/2017/08/22/popham-beach-piling-removal-the-politics-of-beach-erosion/&docid=gHBbZk-pjmMb3M&tbnid=-FfBo_gF2mwanM:&vet=10ahUKEwjA48zI94_lAhUKTd8KHcxGCxQQMwhIKAAwAA..i&w=800&h=530&bih=931&biw=1920&q=Phippsburg piling&ved=0ahUKEwjA48zI94_lAhUKTd8KHcxGCxQQMwhIKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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